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WORLD The U.S. Environmental Protoction Agency has announced its plan to assess how the hydraulic fracturing of underground formctions may impact drinking water. And it SEt a schedule to develop standards for wcter 
produced along with natural gas from coal bed and shaleformations.Congress had mandated EPA'sstudy of hydraulic fracturing. This year the agency held a series of public meetings to receive input from interested parties. Also, the 
independent ScienceAdvisory Board reviewed EPA' sscientific approach. EPA will release its initial research results and study findings next yea- and deliver its final report in 2014. The study will examinethefull cycle of water in hydraulic 
fracturing, from the acquisition of the water, through the mixing of chemicals and actual fracturing, to the post-fracturing stage, including its ultimctetrectment and disposal. Earlier this year, EPA selocted locations for five retrospoctive and two 
prospoctive case studies. T he American Water Works Associ cti on applauded the study but Sen. James I nhofe (R-Okl a), senior Republican on the Environment and Public Works Committee, said EPA may be" cutting corners." "Even before the 
study was finalized, EPA was already collocting dcta samples at undisclosed tracking sites across the country. EPA should not have begun conducting the study without ensuring that the process is fully transparent, and in accordance with sound 
science," he said. Separctel y, EPA wi II develop the first national standards for wastewater produced along with natural gas. It said any water pretrectment standards would be based on economically achievable techno I ogi es. EPA Administrator 
Lisa Jackson said, "We can protoct the health of American families and communities at the sametimewe ensure access to all of the important resources that make up our energy economy." 

State officials have missed their first mcjor deadline for complying with a three-year-old law calling for Maryland to curb its emissions of climcte-altering greenhouse gases. Under the2009 Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Act, the Dwcrtment of the Fnvi ronment was ra::Jui red to give the governor and lawmakers a draft plan by the end of 2011 for sealing back stctewide releases of carbon dioxide, methane and other cl imate-affocti ng gases 25 percent by the end of 
the decade. But Environment Secretary Robert M. Summers wrote Gov. Martin O'Malley and legislative leaders late last month that the draft plan would be "slightly delayed" until mid-February. The letter didn't offer any explanation for 
missing thedeadl ine. M DE spokesman Jay Apperson, when asked about the delay, repeated statements from the letter that M DE had been working hard to draft the climate-action blueprint in collaboration with 10 other state agencies, and that 
the document is essentially finished but undergoing "interagency review." "It's a big job," Apperson said. "We want to make sure it's comprehesnive. We want to make sure it's right." Summers letter says the plan lays out 65 strategies which "if 
fully implemented, weare confident will achieve the greenhouse gas emission reductions ra::jui red by law." Many of those are state and federal laws, regulctions and programs already in place, such as the stcte's mandate to utilities to get 20 
percent of their power from renewable sources by 2022 and the.BP.QIIonal GrElellhouse Gas I nitiat11ve, a regional collaboration among northeastern states to regulate carbon-dioxide emissions from power plants. In a nod to those worried that the 
effort could hurt the state's economy, lawmakers also ra::juired that the plan ensure no manufacturing job losses, a net increase in jobs overall and a net economic benefit to the state. 

(Friday) Department of Environmental Protection Secretary Mike Krancer urged the Protoction Agency to dismiss a petition that the Clean Air Counci I filed with EPA in November 2011. The petition claimed that 
Pennsylvania is failing to implement ra::Juirements in its State Implementation Plan and asked EPA to impose sanctions on Pennsylvania." This petition lacks merit and based on longstanding and documented facts in this matter, the EPA should 
promptly dismiss this," Krancer said in letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson. "As the EPA and Clean Air Council are well aware, Pennsylvania is implementing and acting in full compliance with our latest state regulction of 2008. "The 
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latest State Implementation Plan (SIP) submittal of 2009, embodying that 2008 regulation, was submittEd to EPA for its Cl)proval in April 2009, but has not yet been approve::! by EPA. This petition takes the bizarre position thct Pennsylvania is 
guilty of not cd:i ng in conformance with a prior 1996 regulation thct is no longer even on the books in Pennsylvania." 

GenOn has a year to rEduce sulfur dioxide emissions at Upper Mount Bethel foci I ity.For two smokestacks in Northampton County, the clock startEd Friday .The Portland Generating Station, an aging coal 
power plant tuckEd along the Delcware River in Upper M.9..!d.O.t.(}_§lt_b.Q!. Township, has change::! little in the past 50 years. Cranking out a feN hundrEd megcwatts of power, the plant operate::! for daxleswith few pollution protEdions, with westerly 
winds sending plumes into NeN Jersej.By New Jersej's figures, the plant produces more sulfur dioxide than all power plants in the Garden State combine::!. A year from now, things could look very different. Because of a successful fEderal 
petition by NeN Jersey, the small power plant has until Jan. 7 to cut sulfur dioxide emissions by two-thirds. Within three years, emissions must be re::luce::l81 percent, or by 21,000 tons. Environmental activists hailEd the ruling by the fEderal 
[;1JY.ILC9.0E:D.QIJ!9.L.Er9.t~l9.0.~9ency as a victory for clean air, helping se.teral counties in NeN Jersey meet fEderal standards and rEducing the risk of and other lung diseases. 

AFe::leral regulators have only a "rudimentary" understanding of the facts and history of gas drilling's impcd: on water supplies in Dimock Twp., Pennsylvania's head environmental regulator wrote in 
a later Thursday as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency considerEd beginning its own sampling of taintEd wells in thetownship.l n the letter to EPA Region 3 Administrator Shewn Garvin, state Department of Environmental ProtEdion 
Secretary Michael Krancer said his agency is ready to help the EPA get "up to speEd" on the situation in Dimock since it is "clear thct EPA is really at the very early stages of its learning curve'' regarding the "technical fcd:s" and "enforcement 
history" there.g_~Jb9.JQ.t.tq_II:Lf-;8f:.. The letter was first postEd on NPR's Stctel mpcd: Pennsylvania website Monday night.lt was sent to all members of the Pennsylvania Congressional delegation. Mr. Krancer cite::! the EPA's controversial 
preliminary finding linking fracking to contaminction of Pavilion, Wyo. water supplies. "Suffice it to SCJf that we hopethct EPA's efforts here not be markEd by the same rush to conclusions and other deficiencies here as it was and continues to be 
with respEd to the Pavilion matter," he wrote. An EPA spokeswoman did not immEdiately r€turn a request for comment Tuesday morning.systems or alternate water supplies .... On Friday, se.teral EPA officials callEd to arrange emergency 
deliveries of bulk water to se.teral Dimock residents who were running out of supplies, then rarcd:e::l the promise on Saturday. EPA spokeswoman Terri White said in a statement Monday: "We're cd:ively revieNing the situation in Dimock and 
filling information gaps. We're evaluating next step including sampling some of the residences' well water. We have not made a decision to provide water ct this time. As soon as we have more, we will announce it." 

The U.S. Environmental ProtEdion Agency is considering shipping fresh water to Dimock, Pa, where residents SCJf hydraulic frcd:uring has been polluting their water. Citing neNiy discoverEd gaps in dcta, the 
fEderal agency has roopene::l its investigation into wcter quality in the Northeastern Pennsylvania town that has become ground zero for the argument over the effEds of natural gas extraction. This comes about a month after the fEderal agency 
assure::! residents their water was uncontaminatEd. Dimock resident Craig Sautner said an EPA representative callEd his wife on Friday to SCJf a private contractor would be delivering wcter to them. The next day, they got another call saying the 
water would not becoming. "Our heartj ust sank," Sautner said, "We' retire::! of this roller-coaster ride, we feel like we're getting ahead now, we're going to get some nice clean water, and then all of a sudden it gets pullEd out from underneath us 
again." Two other Dimock residents told the Associate::! Press they got similar calls, but the EPA would not comment on them. The Sautners and other Dimock residents have had water del ivere::l to their homes for more than two years. Drilling 
company Cabot Oil & Gas Corp. shippEd drinking water until about a month ago, when the state DEP gave the company permission to stop. Since then, anti-drilling groups have paid for water delivery to about a dozen households. "We're 
evalucting next steps including sampling some of the residences' well water," wrote EPA spokesman David Sternberg in a statement. "We have not made a decision to provide water at this time." Meanwhile, state regulatorsj ust announce::! faulty 
natural gas wells also run by Cabot contaminate::! the water supplies of three other homes in Susquehanna County. 

,,..,...c,ve~ since he took office, Department of Environmental ProtEdion Secraary Michael Krancer has been wary of the fEderal Environmental ProtEdion Agency. Again and again, he's chide::! the 
EPA and other fEderal organizations for getting involve::! in issues he thinks should be regulate::! by Pennsylvania Now, as the EPA weighs an effective override of a m<:1or DEP decision- delivering water to residents of Dimock, Susquehanna 
County, after the state told Cabot Oil and Gas it could stop providing potable fluids- Krancer has fire::! off another derisive letter. In a missive date::! January 5, Krancer keeps a polite, civil tone, but makes it clear he thinks the EPA has no idea 
what it' stalking about, when it comes to methane migration in Dimock." Base::! on my conversations with you it was clear the EPA is really at the very early stages of its learning curve with respEd to Dimock," he writes, calling the fEderal 
agency's grasp of thefocts, and DEP' s enforcement cd:ions, "rudimentary." Krancer goes on to question the EPA's recent preliminary discovery of tracking fluid in a Wyoming aquifer. (Read the full letter after the jump.) The EPA is currently 
considering whether to deliver to residents of Dimock whose water has been contaminate::! by m€thane migration. Up until December, Cabot Oil and Gas had been providing water to the dozen families, in accordance with agreement it had 
reachEd with DEP, under the Rendell Administration. In November, all owe::! Cabot to stop deliveries, after the company had fulfillEd all its requirements. Here's Krancer's full letter: .. IJJ.1J2Jl~f!I!~Ql[!Q.L!QL.qf. 

C EACieanup of the Chesapeake Bay has the potential of creating thousands of jobs that would boost the economies of the states that share the once pristine body of water. That was the word last 
week from Wi IIi am C. Baker, president of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. A report issue::! by the foundation conclude::! that storm water and SeNage plant upgrades intendEd to help nurse the Bay bock to health would create nearly 250,000 jobs. 
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The report is aimEd at countering claims that restoration of the Bay by the Environmental Protoction Agency would be harmful to theoconomy and result in job losses. "That is not borne out by thefocts," said Baker. He makes a good point thct 
could bean essential ingrEdient in getting the work done to restore the Bay's health. Referring to critics of the cleanup plans, Baker said, "Whether the target is EPA or the Bay pollution I imits, it is essential that the public understand that 
environmental re~ulationswill create jobs to rEduce pollution, and sustain jobs that depend on clean water." The report, callEd" Debunking the' Job Killer' Myth," uses a variety of industry experts such as engineers, reports and other &Jurces to 
assess the impact of water pollution projoctswithin the six states and the District of Columbia thct comprise the Bay's 64,000-square-milewatershe:l. 

The art of ci vi I debate of opposing vi etvpoi nts was demonstrctEd with a discussion of "Septic Systems: Policy, PI anni ng and Problems," during a Thursday afternoon session of the annual Winter 
Conference of the Maryland AS&Jei at ion of Counties, held I ast week at the Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Re&Jrt in Cambridge. Three members of Gov. Martin O'Malley's Task Force on Sustainable Growth & Wastetvcter Disposal Maryland 
Planning Socretary Richard Hall, Sen. David R Brinkley, R-4, of FrEderick County and Worcester County Environmental Programs Diroctor Robert Mitchell discussed the group's final report, which was presented to the governor in Docernber 
and can be found on state agency websites, including the Maryland Department of Planning website at r:IJQJ?,§I:9t~:J}]Q_,h:l~- The bulk of the final report-- nine of its 16 pages-- is devotEd to task force recommendations, &Jmeof which are now being 
proposEd as laM through several bi lis to be considerEd during the upcoming session of the Maryland General Assembly. Among the proposals is an increasEd payment of $90 per septic-servEd household by fiscal year 2015 to the Bay Restoration 
Fund. Often referrEd to as a "flush tax," the payment is currently at $30 per household but could increase to $60 by fiscal 2013. A four-tierEd program for how septic systems are managEd isai&Jiikely, occording to Hall. 

WASHINGTON- President Barock Obamawi II address the staff of the Environmental Protoction Agency on Tuesday. The White House says the president wants to tell the EPA employees he apprecictes their 
hard work. The president also will meet with his senior advisers in the morning and with Defense Secretary Loon Panetta in the afternoon. 

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 
From Early Bird F.di1tori1al: Gradi1ng Corbett's first year: No-tax pllooge hurts state With afi rst-year record like Gov. Corbett's, it's a good thing he still has three more years to go. Or maybe not Another three years could give Corbett time to 
make&Jme progress, ct least, toward pressing i$Ues focing the state- likefixing roads and bridges, or making natural-gas drillers pay their fair share ... And finally levying a fair extraction tax on Marcellus Shale gas exploration while improving 
environmental oversight, as done in other drilling states. Both i$Ueswill require more leadership from the governor, especially since both could bring in additional revenue that might take &Jmeof the pre$Ure off other areas of the state budget. 

From Early Bird Bllog; Taking a Dooper Look at the Facts about Frackiing The struggle between private interests and the public's health is not a neN one. As David Michaels describes in _Q_QJ!QLL§.Iil_i?.f_r__ftQ_c;/(!.9.!., powerful industries have 
always investEd substantial re&Jurcesto hide the health risks as&JciatEd with their products. It seems that the hydraulic fracturing, or "frocking," industry may bejoining the likes of tobocco and &Jda companies in their efforts to obscure ocience, 
mince words, and bend facts to their liking. While doing research for _g~_r_QQ§!; on tracking chemical dioclosure laMs a feN weeks bock, we, JlK~_QtQ_~§, found &Jme interesting inconsistencies between the facts about hydrofrocking as presented on 
i ndustry websi tes and those providEd by other reputable &Jurces. 

From Early Bird F.nv11ronmentalists oppose N.J bi1d to put off llimits on sevvers Netv Jersey legislators are likely to vote Monday on a measure that business groups say is vital for theoconomy but that environmental groups say would lead to 
rampant spraNI and a gusher of additional water pollution. The regional administrctor for the U.S. Environmental Protoction Agency has also weighEd in, saying the legislction "could have significant adverse impacts on water quality in NeN 
Jersey." As the most densely populatEd state in the nation approoches build-out, the issue over what to do with the remaining land that has been neither conservEd nor developEd is getting ever more contentious. "It is a tension that is very real," 
said John Weingart, as&Jciate diroctor of the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University. "How much development should be allowEd and where should it go, and whet's best for the natural environment and for the economic well-being" of 
the state? The proposEd legislation is yet one more facet of the debate, which apparently was raging Friday as interest groups steppEd up their advocacy on the proposEd measure. Two spon&Jrs, one in the Senate and one in the Assembly, did not 
return calls seeking comment Specifically, the bill would delay- yet again, by up to two years- limits on '281-Jer service, a key ingrEdient of high-density development As '281-Jers occommodate development, they ai&J attract more development 
Since 2008, the state's counties have been working to meet astcte requirement thct they come up with neN master plans showing where'28Ner lines could, and could not, go. Two deadlines have come and gone, and still no plans. "The complexity 
of the rules has made compliance ... virtually impossible," said Larry Ragonese, spokesman for the stcte Department of Environmental Protoction. "We're going into a bureaucrctic logjam." 

SQQQQQX_M_go_ggy: Are suburbs sustai nabl o? 
(yesterday) Are the suburbs on the way out? Environmental advocctes have long held that thesinglefamily home on a wide swath of I aNn, far from public transportation, is unsustainable. But still, the builders kept building, and poople kept 
buyi ng. I n Friday' s paper, archi tocture critic I nga Saffron took up the question - not &J much from the environmental perspocti ve as from the marketpl oce/ oconomi c perspecti ve._Q!]~yy_[il_t.9§; " The demise of the Greet American Exurb was 
heraldEd this fall in a Netv York Times op-Ed by University of Michigan planning professor Christopher B. Leinberger. He argues that' a profound structural shift' has begun to reverse the residential patterns set in the 1950s. Cities are rising, 
while suburbs are going into decline." And she looks at a price analysis showing thct "single-family houses in outer-ring suburbs ... are hemorrhaging value. Many now sell for less than their replacement cost. In contrast, urban housing has 
generally held its value during the bust. The priciest housing on the market can be found in cities and commuter suburbs." 
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6 ABC PHILADELPHIA 
From Early Bird Doctors call for temporary halt to frack11ng WASHINGTON, D.C.; Januay 9, 2012 (WP\11) -- Gasdrilli ng is making instant millionaires out of those fortunate enough to own property above the Marcellus Shale reserve. But a 
coalition of medical groups fee.- their health may suffer for it. The call came ct a Washington conference sponsored by the non-profit Physicians Scientists and Engineers for Healthy Energy (PSE) and theM id-Atlantic Center for Children's Health 
and the Environment. Fracking or hydrofracking involves the injection of high-pressure fluids into shale deep underground. It fractures the shale, releasing reserves of natural gas. They said there is a strong need for scientific and health 
information on the health impacts of tracking, and they called for creation of an independent foundation to seek answers. The doctors pointed to the rocent earthquakes in eastern Ohio, which environmental experts blame on a tracking wastevvater 
well too close to a known fault line. Dr. Adam Law, of the Weill Comell Medical College said, "There are health care needs in various gasdrilling communities and these must be met. The reality is that industry has not done nearly enough to 
finance the needed research effort." There's been no comment from the industry on thecal I for a moratorium. 

PITTSBURGH POST- GAZETTE 
From Early Bird PowE:.'f plants approved 11n 1Robi1nson, Washington County Two side-by-side power plants, fueled by nctural gas and waste coal, gained approval Monday night in Robinson, Washington County. Supervisors hinged approval of 
the Beech Hollow Energy Project on 55 conditions, including the developer paying thousands of dollars in annual fees to the township, following guidelines for fly ash placement and monitoring well water and air quality. Developers Robinson 
Power Co. and Champion Processing Inc. have 10 business days to agree to the provisions or township officials will reverse their vote. The $538 million dual-plant project is expected to generate a total of 300 gross megawatts of electricity on 37 
acres bounded by routes 22 and 980 and Candor and BeE£h Hollaw roads, near the Allegheny County border. 

From Early Bird Poll amal u Facebook post sets off f ractii ous debateOpi ni ons fly after Steel ers star suggests watching documentary on dri IIi ng. Troy Pol amal u I earned I ast month that there are topics even more controversial than the defense's 
performance in Sunday night's playoff game against the Denver Broncos. The Steelers strong safety maintains a popular Twitter and Facebook account that sends out movie re:x)mmendations every week, in between ticket raffle contests and 
aphorisms such as, "The grectest oak was once a little nut who held its ground." His movie pick in mid-Docember: "Gasland," a popular anti-drilling documentary thct's fueled the "fracktivist" movement against gas development and the tracking 
tedlnique used in the Marcellus Shale region. The post-- whether just an another example of Mr. Polamalu'stastefor controversial documentaries or an outright political stctement --thrust the popular Pittsburgher into one of the most fractious 
debates to hit the region in a whi I e. 

PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE REV/ EW 
From Early Bird Court i1naction on Fayette rulles cllouds drill IIi ng oversigh~ The drilling industry could challenge even more local governments' land-use laws now that thestcte Supreme Court has doclined to hecr a key case in the statevvide 
controversy, industry officials involved in the case said Monday. But a state legislator perceives the docision as a victory that upholds local municipalities' control of drilling sites and conditions. The court's pass, which it issued Friday, ends the 
four-year-old case, industry lawyers said. It affirms a2010 Commonwealth Court ruling that approved several Fayette County rules for well sites, including bans on having any within the flight path of airport runways or within 200 feet of homes. 
Penne:x) Oil Co., Range Resources and the Pennsylvania Independent Oi I & GasAssociction filed an appeal of the lower court ruling, hoping the stcte's highest court would clarify what rules municipal and county governments can apply to 
drilling. 

N~J_?\!I'_QJ?!~§'!?_II_t_~L9f_JQ_~j!g_h_i:l~-~-~!fQ0]9§ (Sunday) Now that the shiny nevv TV sand tablet computers are out of the boxes and in use, it's time to figure out whet to do with the items they replaced.Whct can't be given away or stored for 
later use can be rocycled, and that task is getting easier and cheaper for Pennsylvania consumers naw thct the first phase of the state's Covered Device Rocycling Act has taken effect.Aian Boring said hisaGreenSpan Computer Rocycling Inc. in 
Sharpsburg used to charge$5 to rocycle a computer. A TV or monitor with a cathode ray tube cost more, bocause rocycli ng them is more complex.But as of Jan. 1, there's been no charge. "This is going to be a tremendous benefit for the average 
citizen and small business person," Boring said. "Up to this point, anyone rocycli ng things legitimately had to charge for it." 

NEWSWORKS(WHYY) 
From Early Bird Reopeniing Dimxkwal:er iinvestigatiion, IE.PA may test wells The U.S. Environmental Protoction Agency is considering shipping fresh water to Dimock, Pa, where residents say hydraulic fracturing has been polluting their 
water. Citing nevvly discovered gaps in data, the federal agency has roopened its investigation into water quality in the Northeastern Pennsylvania town that has be:x)me ground zero for the argument over the effects of nctural gas extraction. This 
comes about a month after the federal agency assured residents their water was uncontamincted. Dimock resident Craig Sautner said an EPA representative called his wife on Friday to say a private contractor would be delivering water to them. 
The next day, they got another call saying the water would not be coming. "Our heart just sank," Sautner said, "We're tired of this roller-coaster ride, we feel like we're getting ahead now, we're going to get some nice clean water, and then all of a 
sudden it gets pulled out from underneath us again." Two other Dimock residents told the Associated Press they got similar calls, but the EPA would not comment on them. TheSautners and other Dimock residents have had water delivered to 
their homes for more than two years. Drilling company Cabot Oil & Gas Corp. shipped drinking water until about a month ago, when the state DEP gave the company permission to stop. Since then, anti-drilling groups have paid for water 
delivery to about a dozen households. "We're evaluating next steps including sampling some of the residences' well water," wrote EPA spokesman David Sternberg in a statement. "We have not madeadocision to provide water at this time." 
Meanwhile, state regulatorsj ust announced faulty natural gas wells also run by Cabot contaminated thewcter supplies of three other homes in Susquehanna County. 

M_II_~:WjiiJIQf_[:ljr_~_QQO§!:!§_?§_y_~§?!Of!_99.i:lOti.og_ (yesterday) Seeing is believing, but hearing wi II suffice for i ncl usi on on Mike Wei I bacher's I i st. Wei I bacher is Executive Director of The Schuyl ki II Center, a Roxborough-based institute for 
environmental educction. He's leading a group of bird-watchers- birders, in parlance- through the Center's340 acres to participate in the2012 Phi I adelphia Mid-Winter Bird Census. "A good number of birds stay here all year," says Weilbacher 
as he explains thct, due to the absence of foliage, bird identificction is much easier in the winter than the spring. Others, like the four white-bellied j uncosthat Weilbacher points to, are migratory birds from Canada and the Adirondacks that winter 
in Philadelphia Auditory clues-likethe cheering of the nuthatch, the choo-chooing of the titmouse, and the honking sound of the red-bellied woodpocker- suggest that even more spocies await counting 
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by Cabot Oil & Gas Corp. had cause::! methane to infiltrate at least three nearby water wells. Somoone in the department failed miserably, however, by failing to inform the public of the serious violation unti I reporter Laura L~ere of The Times
Tribune asked about it last wee<:. The DEP issued a violation notice to Cabot on Sept. 19, but then violated its own policy by failing to incl udetheviolation in its eFACTS online compliance database or in its monthly gas and oil violations report. 
A DEP spokesman called that failure an "oversight," but the lack of transparency itself more properly should be termed a lack of oversight. During the period in which the DEP did not post the violation, it also had signoo off on Cabot's 
controversial decision to stop delivering wcter to some Dimock, Susquehanna County, residents who contend that Cabot's gas drilling fouloo their water supplies. Federal r~ulctors have decided to take a naN look at the Dimock well
contamination issue, re-examining the data that led Cabot to stop its water deliveries Dec. 1, with the state DEPs approval. The DEP should answer why it did not publicly reveal its evidence of a faulty well elSEWhere in Susquehanna County at 
the sane time it endorse::! Cabot's decision in Dimock. DEPs oversight is crucial for the state to meet its constitutional mandate to ensure that Pennsylvanians have access to clean wcter. The "oversight" that precludoo disclosure of informction 
thct is embarrassing to a gas driller is unacceptable. 

Q!;E_b~_gll_ll§_IEJ?!:\_~HQW_II_g:lge of Dimock "rudimentary" Fooeral r~ul ators have on I y a" rudimentary" understanding of the facts and hi story of gas dri IIi ng's impact on water supplies in Dimock Twp., Pennsylvania's head environmental 
r~ulctor wrote in a letter Thurs::lay as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency consideroo ~inning its own sanpling of taintoo wells in thetownship.l n the letter to EPA R~ion 3 Administrator Sha.vn Garvin, state Department of 
Environmental Protection Secretary Michael Krancer said his agency is ready to help the EPA get "up to spee:J" on the situation in Dimock since it is "dear that EPA is really a the very early stages of its learning curve" r~arding the "technical 
facts" and "enforcement hi story" there._B~_tt:l<?_J~t~_]jjfjR_I;_ The I etter was first postoo on N PR's Statel mpact Pennsylvania website Monday ni ght.l t was sent to all members of the Pennsylvania Congressional del ~cti on. Mr. K rancer citoo the 
EPA's controversial preliminary finding linking tracking to contamination of Pavilion, Wyo. water supplies. "Suffice it to say that we hope that EPA's efforts here not be markoo by the sane rush to conclusions and other deficiencies here as it 
was and continues to be with respect to the Pavilion matter," he wrote. An EPA spokeswoman did not immooiately return a request for comment Tues::lay morning.systems or alternate water supplies .... On Friday, several EPA officials calloo to 
arrange emergency deliveries of bulk water to several Dimock residents who were running out of supplies, then retractoo the promise on Saturday. EPA spokeswoman Terri White said in a statement Monday: "We're actively reviaNing the 
situation in Dimock and filling informction gaps. Were evaluating next step including sanpli ng rome of the residences' well wcter. We have not made a decision to provide water at this time. As roan as we have more, we will announce it." 

STATE IMPACT PENNSYLVANIA 
From Early Bird EPA Sti Ill Evaluatiing Whether To Send Water To Dimock A spokesman for the Environmental Protection Agency tellsWHYY's NaNsworksthe EPA has "not made a decision" on whether or not to deliver water to residents 
of Dimock, Susquehanna County, whosewaterwellshavebeen impactoo by methane migration. "We reevaluating next steps including sanpling some of the residences' well water," spokesman David Sternberg told NaNsworks in astctement. 
This wea<:end, the EPA announce:J plans to deliver water, but promptly changoo its mind. Cabot Oil and Gas, who the stcte Department of Environmental Protection has chargoo with contaminating dozens of families' water wells, had been deliv
ering water to a handful of Dimock residents, in accordance with a l~al agreement it signoo with DEP. But when the company fulfilloo its end of the deal by paying more than $4 million to the affectoo families, the stele agency told Cabot it no 
longer had to supply water. Deliveries stoppoo on December 1. According to Statel mpact's gaswell-tracki ng app, Dimock has seen more drilling violations than any other municipality in Pennsylvania 

From Early Bird Krancer Stri1kosA Chi lilly Tone, In EPA Dirmck Letter Ever since he took office, Department of Environmental Protection Secretary Michael Krancer has been wary of thefooeral Environmental Protection Agency. Again and 
again,heschidoo the EPA and other fooeral organizations for getting involvoo in issues he thinks should be r~ulctoo by Pennsylvania. Now, as the EPA weighs an effective override of a m~or DEP decision- delivering water to residents of 
Dimock, Susquehanna County, after the state told Cabot Oil and Gas it could stop providing potable fluids- Krancer has firoo off another derisive letter. In a missive datoo January 5, Krancer keeps a polite, civil tone, but makes it clear he thinks 
the EPA has no idea what it's talking about, when it comes to methane migration in Dimock." Base:J on my conversations with you it was dear the EPA is really at the very early stages of its learning curve with respect to Dimock," he writes, 
calling thefooeral agency' sgrasp of the facts, and DEP s enforcement actions," rudimentary." Krancer goes on to question the EPA's recent preliminary discovery of tracking fluid in a Wyoming aquifer. (Read the full letter after thejurrp.) The 
EPA is currently considering whether to deliver to residents of Dimock whose water has been contaminatoo by methane migration. Up until December, Cabot Oi I and Gas had been providing water to the dozen in accordance with a 
agreement it had reachoo with DEP, under the Rendell Administration_ In November, the department allowoo Cabot to stop deliveries, after the company had fulfilloo all its requirements. Heres Krancer' sfull letter: .h.til?..:.!/~?.t.~t~.IIl.R~;:t.OPL..~?.f.g( 

ERIE Tl MES-NEWS 
From Early Bi rd_Er.gj~_~_ig§_~-~~-N9rtt:J_f;_~_I9YYJJ!?lJIIJ?.09!!!§!9.Y.Y.O.Qf§_\,I_Oh9P.RY.!:.!t?.91,1.L~§!.Y.Y.9Lk NORTH EAST -- Jim Snyder is among 325 residents who are requi roo to connect to North East Township's pub I i c-SEWer system this year and 
in 2013. CraNs b~an preparation work Tues::lay on his 2 acres ct 11372 East Lake Road. Snyder said he and other residents estimate the cost for individual homoowners- for SEWer-line construction, tap-in fees and monthly fees-- at more than 
$22,000. North East Township Superviror Dennis Culver disagrees. "It's never been that much," he said. Township officials are requiring the SEWer hookups to control discharge from private septic systems. "The idea of this project is not to chase 
pooplefrom their homes," Culver said. "The idea is to get municipal SEWers to the homes along thctlakefront." Snyder, 65, said he and other township homoownerswill not pay for the project. "My existing septic tank works fine," said Snyder, 
who has livoo at his home for 42 years. "I have no intention of giving the township any money. I won't give them a nickel. The only thing they can do is place a lien on your property." The sewer project is not state-mandctoo, Snyder said. "It's 
strictly a township-driven project," he said. The township has hi roo Greenland Construction Inc., of Clearfield, to handlethefi rst phase of the project. "There are six different projects, and five projects have not been a.vardoo contracts yet," 
Culver said. Culver said Greenland Construction has been contractoo to install the main SEWer lines. He said the company will bea.vardoo contracts on three of the five remaining projects. 

YORK DAILY RECORD 
From Early Bird York County might gQt_gas lline York, PA- While it has not finalizoo an exact route, Tulsa, Okla.-base:J Williams plans to stretch a natural gas pi pel inethrough York County that will end a a compressor station in Peach 
Bottom Township. In November, the company, under its Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Co. subsidiary, filoo a preliminary plan with fooeral r~ulators thct calls for the roughly 260-mile I ineto run from a processing plant in West Virginia to 
Transco's local station. Built in 1960, that station moves nctural gas through an existing pipeline that extends from the Gulf of Mexico to NaN York. Should the Fooeral Energy R~ulctory Commission sign off on the plan and pending other 
approvals, construction could start late next year, said Chris Stockton, a spokesman for Williams. At that pace, the line would be in service by December 2014. "That's avery aggressive schooule," Stockton said. As for the exact route the I ine 
eventually could take, that information would be includoo in a formal application to FERC set to be made later this year, he said. Also, as part of that applicction, Transco will run field surveys in areas along multiple propose::! routes to check for 
wetlands, cultural re&Jurces and other issues, according to the company's most recent filing. Overall, am~ority of the I inewi II run adjacent to or within existing rights-of way. In addition, the company will host public meetings this spring that 
will become part of the final application, Stockton said. When completoo, Transco's propose::! line is expectoo to cost in excess of $1 billion, a tab that wi II be pickoo up by the customers and users of the line, Stockton said. Currently, company 
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officials are speaking with natural gas suppliers and uti I ities to gucge the le.tel of interest in the project, Stockton said. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS (Pa.) 
From Early Bird Report: Pennsyllvani a DIEP undcTcounted number of gas-pmduci ng wellls from M arcelll us Shale 
PITTSBURGH - Pennsyl vani as Department of Environ mental Protection undercountEd the number of wells producing gas from the Marcell us Shale, frustrating industry, environ mental groups, and electEd officials, according to a ne.Nspaper 
report.The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reportEd that an analysis of DEP data found 495 more wells producing gas, or ready to produce gas, than the DEP has recordEd ase.ter being drillEd, and that 182 of those wells don't e.ten show up on the state's 
Marcell us Shale permit I i st. The discrepancies with D EPs Marcell us Shale data have caused headaches for Senate and House staff members who have been trying to make accurcte projections about how much re.tenue an impact fee on wells 
might generate for local governments, the ne.vspaper reportEd Sunday. "There has been a frustration over the last six or Se.ten months that DEP does not have information that is always beyond reproach," said Dre.v Crompton, chief of staff to 
Senate President ProTem JoeScarncti, R-Jefferoon. Crompton, who has triEd to make sense of DEPsdataas the Senate began crafting an impact fee bill last year, said the informction problems areoo befuddling that it helpEd delay approval of 
the bill. Legislators simply haven't been able to get accurcte projections on the financial impact. 

PINERICHLANDPATCH 
Egrm_gr_pi_tt_~?!r9:1J_Q[J_t_fllQW~'f_QQ,_PLQR?rtY_lnJ3jgbJi'!O~ __ Q_q!J_I_q_~~'Q2m_g_~L~rJ9COJ) 
Allegheny Land Trust plans to transform blightEd property into green space. The deteriorating 180-acre property that once housed IPHI?_QidfQh Cut Flower in Richland Township could be transformEd from an eyeoore into aoolar farm and 
space if a nonprofit's plans become reality.AJJ§.9bQD.Y.I,,§PQI.L!J?t is in negotiations to buy the land at 4136 Bakerstown Road/REd Belt on the northwestern part of Richland Township. The land is ownEd by Florida-based "It 
is a complex project with all the issues that are out there," said Roy Kraynyk, executive director of the trust. Those issues include 10 acres of greenhouses that have been neglectEd si ncethecompany closed the operation 

GANTDAILY 
DEE_U_rg~IEPAJoi)11$illi$$IPGl:iJionJromCII~nl:\irCouncjJ_ (Friday) Department of Environmental Protection Secretary Mike Krancer urgEd the Protection Agency to dismissapaition that the Clean Air Council filEd with EPA in November 
2011. The petition claimEd that Pennsylvania isfai ling to implement requirements in its State Implementation Plan and askEd EPA to impose sanctions on Pennsylvania." This paition lacks merit and based on longstanding and documentEd facts 
in this matter, the EPA should promptly dismiss this," Krancer said in letter to EPA Administrctor LisaJackoon. "As the EPA and Clean Air Council are well aware, Pennsylvania is implementing and acting in full compl iancewith our latest state 
regulction of 2008. "The latest State Implementation Plan (SIP) submittal of 2009, embodying that 2008 regulation, was submittEd to EPA for its approval in April 2009, but has not yet been approvEd by EPA. This petition takes the bizarre 
position that Pennsylvania is guilty of not acting in conformance with a prior 1996 regulation that is no longer even on the books in Pennsylvania." 

L,~tgr;_§peak Up IN ow for Cllean Cars As a recent college graduate trying to balance my rent and utilities bills while making my college loan payments, it is difficult to add the extra stress of constantly increasing gas prices(" Gas prices rise 
across PA" January 2, 2012). Thct is why I am excitEd by the possibility to save billions of dollars at the gas pump e.tery year while cutting our addiction to oil and global warming pollution. The Obama administration, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and the Department of Transportation have done just that by proposing ne.v pollution and fuel efficiency standards thct would rise the miles per gallon to 54.5 by the year 2025. These standards will be the largest step the U.S. 
has e.ter taken to off oil and will save money each year for Pennsylvania families. I am encourcging my family and friends, as well as all Pennsylvanians, to make their voices heard in support of strong clean car standards and submit a public 

~-§IO.Q:Ir:Q'Qg_k~_@~§,g(~Y (include" Docket I D No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2010-0799" in the subject line). Let's start off the Ne.v Year right by supporting these standards, oo we can put a little more pork and sauerkraut on the dinner table 
out more money at the gas pump. 

ALLENTOWN MORNING CALL 
Qllg_c;k_L?_Hg~_ii_Qg for power pliant GenOn has a year to rEduce sulfur dioxide emissions at Upper Mount B€thel facility.For two smokestacks in Northampton County, the clock startEd Friday.The Portland Generating Station, an cgi ng coal power 
plant tuckEd along the Dela.vare River in Upper M_QYOti;JP.t.ht;;l Township, has changEd little in the past 50 years. Cranking out a fe.v hundrEd mega.vatts of power, the plant operatEd for decades with fe.v poll uti on protections, with westerly winds 
sending plumes into Ne.v Jersey.By Ne.v Jersey's figures, the plant produces more sulfur dioxide than all power plants in the Garden Stcte combinEd. A year from now, things could look very different. Because of a successful fEderal p€tition by 
Ne.v Jersey, the small power plant has until Jan. 7 to cut sulfur dioxide emissions by two-thirds. Within three years, emissions must be rEducEd 81 percent, or by 21,000 tons. Environmental activists hailEd the ruling by the fEderal fDY_il_r_QD_OJ!:lfJt9! 
Emt~Lon_l:\_googy as a victory for clean air, helping several counties in Ne.N Jersey meet fEderal standards and rEducing the risk of and other lung diseases. 

WASHINGTON POST 
From Early Bird High court excrnines wetlands claim Conservctive members of the Supreme Court seemEd outrcgEd Monday by the Environmental Protection Agency's actions in a four-year battle with an Idaho couple who want to build a 
house on land the EPA says contains sensitive wetlands. Justices across the ideological spectrum appearEd troublEd by the EPA's position that Mike and Chantell Sackett do not have the right to go court to challenge the cgency' swetlands 
decision. But oomej ustices got more workEd up about the case than others, and Justice Samuel A. A lito Jr. lEd the parade. "If you relatEd the facts of this case ... to an ordinary homeowner, don't you think most ordinary homeowners would say 
this kind of thing can't happen in the UnitEd States?' A lito askEd Deputy Solicitor General Malcolm L. Ste.vart, who was representing the EPA. The Sack€ttswantEd to build a home on a 0.63-acre lot near Priest Lake in the Idaho panhandle that 
they bought for $23,000. But after three days of bringing in fill dirt and preparing for construction in 2007, officials from the EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers orderEd the activity stoppEd and said they suspectEd the land containEd 
wetlands. Months later, the cgency sent theSacketts a "compliance order" that said the land must be restorEd as a wetlands before the couple could apply for a building permit. The government acknowlEdgEd Monday that fines for fail ureto 
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comply with the orders could be as much as $75,000 a day. The question for thej ustices is whether the couple had the right at that point to appear before aj udgeand contest the agency's contention that their land contained wetlands subject to the 
Clean Water Act. 

From Early Bird White House changing fEd evalua!i1ons (Jan. 5) Obama team altering appraisal system for top-level civil servants. Performance appraisal systems aren't as exciting as listening to cereal go snap, crockleand pop, but they can 
have a big impact on the way fejeral employees work, how efficiently agencies operate and ultimately how well the public is servej_ With that in mind, the Obama administration is launching a new appraisal system for the government's top-level 
civil servants, those in the Senior ExocutiveService. The idea is to replace an evaluation process that varies from agency to agency with one that has greater consistency ocross government. 

Er_QIT!J;ID:jlyJ;'lli:.c:;IJ~~Id§[Lfg§l!:§.~:l[Q:}I_Q~~~;@_igQt,!lilJ!mJJ9J:DQI'Q111QQQ!l'IQ The torrential downpour in September brought by Tropical Storm Lee turnej quickly into a peri I ous situation for the town of Occoquan. Residents saw water 
gushing from Tanyard Hill Road into the town's center, carrying garbage, debris and tree trunks along the way. It is lucky, they say, thct no one was seriously hurt and that damage was minimal. Because the town sits on the Occoquan River, it 
has had its share of floods and scares in the past. But September's inundation wasn't cauSEd by the river but by a relatively small creek callej Ballywhock that overwhelmej an area culvert, floodej bock yards and ran down the hill toward the 
town. It was a stark reminder of the perils the town foceswhen managing the storm water system, which has been an issue for years- and it speaks at least partly to why town officials and residents are afraid thct a propoSEd nearby 
development, Oaks Ill, could further imperil the town. The Prince William Board of County Supervisors is schejulej to take up the issue Tuesday. 

The Maryland General Assembly will reconvene for its 2012 session Wejnesday, a 90-day stretch expectej to produce higher taxes, spiritej debates on social 
~~~~~~~~~~o~n~~~~assess~~~~~~m~~~~~~political ambitions. Stateofficialsarebracingfor a busier l~islative haul than last year, when a debate over gay marriage largely overshadowej theentiresession 
Still facing a down economy-- and with O'Malley eager to build his name brand-- the second year of the political term is ripe for a flurry of activity, as it's still distant enough from election season to grant politicians cover for unpopular 
docisions. Here's whet is on tap: O'Malley will push lawmakers to kickstart transportation and school construction projects, and is expectej to propose paying for the surge in infrastructure by raising thestcte's 23.5-cents-per-gallon tax on 
gasoline. In Annapolis on Tuesday, O'Malley will propose more than $350 mi Ilion in school construction projects next fiscal year-- nearly the most in state history for such funding. Plans are in the works to triple the state's so-callej "flush tax" 
from $30 annually to help pay for sa,vage upgrades capable of meeting fejeral environmental standards for the Chesapeake Bay. O'Malley also is weighing tax increases on mi II ionai res and corporations. And Internet sales and cigars, among other 
consumer products, could get pricier under the governor's propoSEd budget. The governor wi II renew his bid for offshore-wind power, which was his largest l~islativedefeat last year when lawmakers bocameskittish about passing the cost on to 
rctepayers. 

liD 
WILMINGTON NEWS JOURNAL 
ErQI!Li;5!r!YJ~j_r_c:;l __ _L~'I1§:.I~-t\_ll_qt_gf_governmt.'f1t ex pf:l!J~JQL~.J~'\ii!JIJr:t!t'§ R~ardi ng Friday's story, I et me get this right; of the 202 sea turtle hatch I i ngs, 190 were found not viable, seven were rei eaSEd, four di ej and one remains in the care of 
biologists in North Carolina. ("Lewes-hatchej sea turtles releaSEd off North Carolina"). These eight turtles had the support of the Marine Educction, Research and Rehabilitation, the University of Delaware and our fejeral and North Carolina 
partners. These ~gswere movej to aclimate-controllej lab ct the University of Delaware's Coll~e of Earth, Ocean and Environment and then transportej down to North Carolina. I don't what to sound unsympcthetic, but I always thought that 
natureworkej occording to the "survival of the fittest" mentality. Although it's a shame that storms pushej these turtles to the shore of Cape Henlopen, it seems a lot of our taxpayer money was spent for this initiative. 

CAPE GAZETTE 
From Early Bird January iis NatiionaiiRa:lon Action Month January is National Radon Action Month. Delaware's Division of Public Health encourages Delawareans to test their homes for radon. The test is generally easiest and most effective 
in cooler-weather months when houses tend to be cloSEd up for warmth. Radon is an invisible, odorless, tasteless and radioactive gas that occurs naturally in rocks and soils throughout the world and seeps into homes through foundation cracks. It 
can reach harmful levels if trappej indoors. This gas may be found in older homes and buildings and in newer ones as well. In fact, si nee newer homes are more airtight than older ones, they often allow higher concentrations of radon to 
occumulate. According to both the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the American Lung Association, radon is the No. 1 cause of lung cancer among nonsmokers and an important national public health issue. Radon is responsible for 
about 21,000 lung cancer deaths every year. Nearly 2,900 of these deaths occur among pooplewho have never smokej_ In Delaware, nearly 12 percent of homes show elevatej radon levels. Levels above 4 pCi/L (picocuries per liter) are 
considerej to be elevatej_ Homes with basements and those locctej in areas where the bejrock is close to the surface are more likely to have elevatej radon. Therefore, elevatej radon is more likely in the northern portion of the stcte and least 
likely in the southern coastal areas. However, any home can have elevatej radon, and testing is the only way to know for sure. !3g_l:;ly turtlles capt11vate Cape REQ11on What is it about tiny creatures that sparks instant appeal? Is there any way to 
explain why literally a dozen poopledejicatej hundrejs of hours to rescuing a clutch of green turtle ~gs that experts say would never have hatchej without human help? Was the mother lost? What brought her to Cape Henlopen State Park bock 
in August, when she bocamethefirst green turtle known to have laid ~gs in Delarvare? Whctever it was, Suzanne Thurman, a local animal rehabilitation expert, said the~gs had "zero chance of survival where she laid them." But that is where 
human fascinction with helpless creatures seems to kick in. The ~gswere movej, not once but twice. As air temperaturescoolej, volunteers movej them to incubators- and then took turns monitoring them and adjusting the temperature to 
mimic night and day. Months later, in December, eight baby turtles crarvlej out of their ~gs. Getting the baby turtles to hatch did not end this rescue; the tiny turtles were next taken to North Carolina, where they learnej to swim while waiting 
for a boat ride out to the Gulf Stream. Some will say the hours devotej to this project is a ridiculous waste of time for a few baby turtles that could well have perishej moments after their release. Yet it's not only volunteers who spent their time; 
their story was read more than 5,400 times on the Cape Gazette website, which doesn't even count those who read the paper- and that count b~ins only in December when the baby turtles finally hatchej 
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CHARLESTON GAZETTE 
From Early Bird Manchiin backs oill piipeliine iin kiickoff of W.Va. tour ST. ALBANS, W.Va.-- Sen. Joe Mcnchin, opened his latest two-week tour around the state by hosting a coffee hour with local residents and officeholders. In 
response to a question at the get-together at Shoney's restaurant in St. Albans, M anchin said he hopes the federal government allows construction of the ne.v Keystone XL pipeline system to import oil from Ccnada's rich oil sands in northern 
Alberta "Canada is not going to stop refining oil," Manchin said. "They are going to sell it to someone. Weare addicted to oil. But if we buy it, should we buy it from our friends or our enemies?' Many environmental groups, such as the Sierra 
Club, believe the proposed1 ,700-mile pipeline-- from Alberta through theM idwest down to the South-- would endanger land, climate and water resources. Jim DeCarlo Jr., a retiree with a Purple Heart from World War II who lives in St. 
Albans, said he hopes the pipeline is built. "We may not have benefits for a feN years. But we won't have anything unless we do something ne.v," DeCarlo, 75, said after the program. Manchin criticized the federal government for failing to spend 
more money on construction projects. "I've always believed that infrastructure is the catalyst that moves the eoonomy," he said. Manchin and a couple of state labor leaders disagreed over the need to extend unemployment benefits. "We have 
people who worked in plcnts for many years who have lost their jobs. They need to get training for something ne.v," said Elaine Harris, the state's international representative for the Communication Workers of America 

From Early Bird.8Jphafights to block health s!:udiiE:sfrom pi?.f.mltJ.9W~Ilt CHARLESTON, W.Va.-- Lcwyersfor Alpha Nctural Resources are trying to keep testimony about West Virginia University studies linking mountaintop removal to 
birth defects and cancer among coalfield residents out of a legal challenge to one of the company's ne.v mining permits. Alpha lcwyerswant U.S. District Judge Robert C. Chambers to deny a request by the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 
to i ncludethe studies in its lawsuit over the Reylas Surface Mine, proposed by Alpha subsidiary Highland Mining. The coalition and other groups are asking to add a claim about potential human health impacts to a suit that challenges a Clean 
Water Act permit the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued for the 235-acre mine proposed for Logcn County. Environmental group lcwyers cited three studies co-authored by VWU researcher Michael Hendryx that found generally higher rates 
of health problems, and specifically higher rates of cancer and birth defects, among residents living near mountaintop removal operations in Appalachia. The three papers are among a series of 20 peer-revie.ved studies Hendryx and various co
authors have published examining possible links between mountaintop removal and various illnesses. Collectively, the papers have given weight to citizen complaints about coal's impact on public health. Anti-mountaintop removal activists point 
to the research to show that the issue isn't just about mining's effects on salamanders, mayflies or isolated mountain streams. "The three studies cited by plaintiffs present a seriously different picture of the impacts of mountaintop mining on 
human health than what the corps found," environmental group lawyers Joe Lovett and Derek Tecney wrote in one court filing. "The corps found that 'no human health effects are anticipated as a result of the' proposed project, while these three 
studies found an increase in unhealthy days and birth defects and a potential doubling of cancer risk." Lovett and Teaney asked Chambers to order the corps to conduct a ne.v permit analysis that includes en examination of the WVU studies and 
what they might mean for communities near the Reylas mine site. 

From Early Bird Rand rt.'Sidents hear rt.'Sults of WVU E:.'flLTgy audi1t RAND, W.Va.-- Janie Hamilton, executive director of Kcnawha Valley Senior Services, said small and gradual changes are necessary for big advances for the Rand 
Community Center, which has been plagued by high utility costs and an aging infrastructure. A team from West Virginia University's Industrial Assessment Center presented the findings of an energy audit Monday night to about 40 local 
residents at the community center. The team, directed by Dr. B haskarcn Gopal akri shnan, conducted an assessment of the center's energy needs in November. Gopal akri slnncn presented seven reoommendati ons Monday that could save, in total, 
about $4,000 a year on the center's natural gas, electricity, water and other utilities. Rev. Robert Hairston, president of the center, said the building is about 80 years old. The building was converted from a high school in 2001 to a center thct 
benefits the local community. One of the center's biggest uses is to facilitate programs through Kanawha Valley Senior Services, such as meal and nutritional programs, to benefit Rand's aging community. However, the center has trouble bringing 
in other programs because funding is directed to energy costs. Nearly $14,000 is spent on energy bi lis every year, he said. 

B.log: W11lll Tom bll11n Legislature f i1 x mi1 ne cl eanup.Jyog? Ry Rivard has f!n.!!mwr.t.oot§tOrY..12t.tb~.lQP.9.fJbo.fro.ot.pgge of today_:_;;;_]QgjJY..Mf!i.L, reporti ng: Coal corrpani es should pay rmre to hef p clean up forsaken mine sites in vtest Vi rgi ni a, the 
board overreeing state rrine reclamation rmney said Monday. The state Departrrent of Environrrental Protection's ~a/ Reclamation Advirory Council voted unanirmusy to reoornrrend the state nearly double a rrine reclamation tax on coal 
companies. The story continues: 

ASSOCIATED PRESS (W.Va.) 
From Early Bird Federal mi ning~J9.!J9..9ffig_q§_1Q_~_j!Jput on consol11datilon pllan CHARLESTON, W.Va.-- Federal officials want to hear from stakeholders on the proposed consolidation of the Office of Surface Mining and the Bureau of 
Land Management. The agencies are holding meetings with stakeholders around the country this month on the proposal. The first meeting is set for Jcn. 17 in St. Louis. Other meetings are scheduled Jan. 18 in Washington, Pa., Jan. 19 in 
Charleston, W.Va., Jcn. 20 in Knoxville, Tenn., Jan. 23 in Billings, Mont., Jan. 24 in Denver, Jan. 25 in Flagstaff, Ariz., Jan. 26 in Window Rock, Ariz., end Jan. 30 in Washington, D.C 

WEST VIRGINIA STATE JOURNAL 
L,~islai:IIVO audit suggg;;t_§i_OJ~T.D§IJQJEP_9!:!Q]JQ[ The West Virginia Legislative Auditor's office believes the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection is in desperate need of an internal auditor. The DEPwas one of several 
organizations audited this year and reported on Monday by the state auditor's office. The D EP disputed several parts of the Legislature's audit, causing the I egi sl ative interim committee to delay any action unti I next month. "There's disagreement 
on almost every finding," House Speaker Rick Thompson said. "I don't think I've seen in my six years this many disaJreanents." Legislative Auditor Aaron Allred said all his office can do is report its findings to the Legislature. "Their database 
... is not sufficient," All red said. "I truly believe the first step for DEP is for DEP to have an internal auditor. 

CHARLESTON DAILY MAlL 
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n9_9r9_R\l_§l:l~~-c::r,)_9L_t~_Io_c;r~ 
CHARLESTON, W.Va_- Coal companies should pay more to help clean up forsaken mine sites in West Virginia, the board overseeing state mine r~lamation money said Monday. The state Department of Environmental Protection's Special 
R~lamation Advisory Council voted unanimously to r~mmend the state nearly double a mine r~lamation tax on coal companies. The morning vote came shortly before the Legislative Auditor's Office released a damning report on DEPs mine 
r~lamation program. The 134-page audit said West Virginia taxpayers could be on the hook for "immense amounts of monies" to clean up mine sites b~ause of poor occounting and oversight by the DEP. Legislative Auditor Aaron Allred said 
these I iabi lities could total hundreds of millionsof dollars. DEP officials contested 10 of the auditors' 12 findings, saying auditors did not fully understand the program or that the auditors blamed the agency for situations created by state law 
rcther than the DEP itself. 

liD 
BALTIMORE SUN 
From Early Bird Bllog: County's new storm water manag~Lf9.<;:§§Q<'l!,!O!Jng challlengesAfter 27 years working in Montgomery County's Department of Environmental Protection, Jim Caldwell left to try something nw, taking a management
level job in 2007 at a manufacturing focility for gelato ingredients. "What I found is I kind of didn't have a passion for gelato like some poopledo," Caldwell said in a r~t interviw. "I I ike local government." Last year, after spending two 
years running his own environmental consulting business, Caldwell, 57, got the chance to return to local government- this time in Howard, his home county. Caldwell, a longtime Mt. Airy resident, had been serving on the county's 
Environmental Sustainability Board when Josh Feldmark, director of the county's Office of Sustainability told him about a nw position the county had created to manage the county's efforts to combat storm water runoff. Caldwell applied for the 
job, and was chosen from among some60 applicants. He began the$72,000-a-year job Oct. 24. "He understands the issue of storm water as well if not better than anybody l'veever met, including myself," Feldmark said. 

M_§fY_II_9o_9_mt§§§§_g_~U_o~_f.gr_gJJco.9tt?_~_i_go_~ 
State officials have missed their first mcjor deadline for complying with a three-year-old law calling for Maryland to curb its emissions of climate-altering greenhouse gases. Under the 2009 Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act, theDwcrtment of the 
EOYilLQ_OflJ_QtJ! was required to give the governor and lawmakers a draft plan by the end of 2011 for scaling back stctwide releases of carbon dioxide, methane and other climate-affecting gases25 percent by the end of the d~e. But Environment 
~etary Robert M. Summers wrote Gov. Martin O'Malley and legislative leaders late last month that the draft plan would be "slightly delayed" until mid-February. The letter didn't offer any explanation for missing the deadline. M DE 
spokesman Jay Apperson, when asked about the delay, repeated stctements from the letter that M DE had been working hard to draft the climate-action blueprint in collaboration with 10 other state agencies, and thct the document is essentially 
finished but undergoing "interagency reviw." "It's a big job," Apperson said. "We want to make sure it's comprehesnive. We want to make sure it's right." Summers letter says the plan lays out 65 strategies which "if fully implemented, we are 
confident will achievethegreenhousegasemission reductions required by law." Many of thosearestateand federal laws, regulctionsand programs already in place, such asthestate'smandateto utilities to get 20 percent of their power from 
renwabl e sources by 2022 and theiRroi onal Greenhouse Gas I ni ti at11 ve, a regional coli aborcti on among northeastern states to regulate carbon-dioxide emissions from power pi ants. I n a nod to those worried thct the effort could hurt the state's 
~nomy, lawmakers also required that the plan ensure no manufacturi ngjob losses, a net increase in jobs overall and a net ~nomic benefit to the state. 

FREDERICK NEWS POST 
From Early Bird S'tate li1kely to debate gas tax hi1keA proposed bump in the gas and flush taxes and nw regulations for septic systems are afw of the hot-button issues thct could await Frederick County legislators as they head to Annapolis 
on Wednes:Jay. The 2012 meeting of the Maryland General Assembly will likely be particularly important for rural counties, some lawmakers say. In the lead-up to the start of the 90-day session, Frederick County lawmakers voiced concerned 
about some of the bills and policies that could hit agricultural communities hard. "I look upon this session as probably one of the most significant of my 25 in Annapolis," said Delegcte Donald Elliott, a Republican representing District 4B. 
Legislation that curbs septic system use could slow down development in areas far from public water and seJVer systems. Elliott said he is worried these laws would strip local officials of some power over growth in their counties. In November, a 
task force advised the governor and general assembly to avoid a one-size-fits-all approoch to septic legislation. 

B.~Jog AWARE A coalition of Maryland's rural and agricultural counties is in the process of fonming. The genesis of the organization took ploce in D~ber, when Maryland's four western counties-- Frederick, Washington, Allegany and 
Garrett-- created the Maryland Rural Counties Coalition. Eoch county contributed $5,000 so that the group could hi retwo lobbyists to make certain that its concerns were not lost during the 2012 session of the General Assembly, which begins 
Wednesday. But r~tly, the coalition began to think a little bigger, realizing thct there were other counties in Maryland that I ikely shared their concerns, counties such asSt. Mary's, Dorchester and Calvert. Plan B is to form a nw, larger 
coalition called A WARE, for Association of Western, Agricultural, Rural, Eastern Shore Counties.These counties share a number of common concerns about how the actions of the governor and General Assembly are affecting them. Proposed 
restrictions on septic systems, I and-use concerns associated with PI anM aryl and, and financially onerous requirements involving the Chesapeake Bay watershed are among them. 

EASTON STAR DEMOCRAT 
From Early Bird Fllush tax raisess!i1nk at mtet11ng of Md. Associati1on of Counties The art of civil debcteof opposing viwpointswasdemonstrated with a discussion of "Septic Systems: Policy, Planning and Problems," during a Thursday 
afternoon session of the annual Winter Conference of the Maryland Association of Counties, held last week at the Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Resort in Cambridge_ Three members of Gov. Martin O'Malley's Task Force on Sustainable Growth & 
Wastwcter Disposal Maryland Aanning ~etary Richard Hall, Sen. David R. Brinkley, R-4, of Frederick County and Worcester County Environmental Programs Director Robert Mitchell diocussed the group's final report, which was presented 
to the governor in D~ber and can be found on state agency websites, including the Maryland Department of Aanning website at The bulk of thefi nal report-- nine of its 16 pages-- is devoted to task force r~mmendctions, 
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some of which are now being propoSEd as law through several bills to be consideroo during the upcoming session of the Maryland General Assanbly. Among the proposals is an increased payment of $90 per septic-servoo household by fiscal 
year 2015 to the Bay Restoration Fund. Often referroo to as a "flush tax," the payment is currently at $30 per household but could increase to $60 by fis::al 2013. A four-tieroo program for how septic systems are managoo is also likely, according 
to Hall. 

CUMBERLAND Tl MES-NEWS 
From Early Bird_j,QgJL~og_~!§it§!J~r_r:o_t?_L!f~§f]gbtgg~in:;t'll\.l§l(91J<!JfiG!JIIJ[Jf§l CUM BERLAND -Farmers just want to farm, like many of their families have for generations. Theoconomic realities make farming tough enough, and now 
the government is pushing many family farmers to the brink. That's the message of the Allegany County Farm Bureau. It's a messagejoinoo in by the state organization. "The war on Maryland agriculture is quite real .... Just keep us in business; 
we like what we' redoing and we want to keep doing it," area farmer Jack Miltenberger told state legislators recently. Miltenberger serves as president of theAIIegany County Farm Bureau. Nutrient management programs and regulations hit 
farmers hard, although things could be worse, Miltenberger said. Thct' s because agriculture causes only a small percentage of the poll uti on entering the Chesapeake Bay, Miltenberger said. At first, the Maryland Department of Agriculture came 
up with such strict standardsthct the outcry from farmers and their allies cauSEd the department to back off and revise the guidelines, Miltenberger said." If enactoo, it would certainly have put a lot of farmers out of business," Miltenberger said. 
M i I tenberger askoo I egi sl ators to work toward freez:i ng the nutrient management numbers for farmers ct their current I evel s. The regulations are" ri di cui ous," M i I ten berger said. Sen. Goorge Edwards emphasizoo the I ocal delegati on's support for 
agriculture and said it would do the best it could to limit state pressure on agriculture. The farm regulations are part of the Chesapeake Bay pollution diet, which is baSEd on total maximum daily loads. TM DLs are "an estimate of the maximum 
amount of an impairing substance or stressor (pollutant) that a water body can assimilate without violating water quality standards," according to the Maryland Department of the Environment. 

SALISBURY TIMES 
M_§!rll1§1JQ_~_Q~I~Q-~LLO.f9_\:lf! FENWICK ISLAND-- The Delaware Environmental Appeals Board hasdeterminoo that the fate of a controversial 24-slip marina in Little Assawoman Bay should behandloo in a court of law. John Sergovic, the 
attorney for Lighthouse Cove Investors LLC, filoo the appeal soon after Socretary Collin O'M ara of the Del ware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control issuoo an order in January that authorizoo the Lighthouse Viw 
Condominium Association to build the marina. The question in front of the EPA at the Nov. 8 hearing was whether or not they had jurisdiction to render a d~ision on the matter, said Stephanie Hansen, an attorney for the condo association. 
DNREC believoo it was a property dispute and should be d~idoo in Superior Court or the Court of Chancery, not in front of the EPA, and the appeals board agrea:J, she said. The EPA has 90 days to release its written d~ision on the metter. 
Then, there will be a30-day appeal period when either side can d~ide if they want to appeal that d~ision, Hansen said. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS (Md.) 
~_\:IQY_M_~_9§_89.\2Q_QJQJ?.OQ§\j1QIJ_?QO __ M9r.<;:~?]Li,;J_§_$_h?l9. ANNAPOLIS, M d. --ANNA POL IS, M d. (AP) A Maryland panel r~ommendoo in a report on Monday that the General Assanbly impose a fee on gas leases in theM arcell us Shale to fund 
studies about the impact of drilling in far western Maryland. The report, the first of three, also rocommendoo that lwmakersshould enact an appropriatesta te-level severance tax baSEd on the value of the natural gas that is extractoo. The panel 
rocommends that revenue from the tax go into a Shale Gas Impact Fund to be uSEd for continuing regional monitoring_ The fund also would be uSEd to address the impact of gas exploration and production that cannot be attributoo to a sp~ific 
operator. The report was careful to note, however, that there is still work to be done to determine whether natural gas production from the Marcellus Shale in Maryland can be done without unacceptable risks to public health and the environment. 

NORFOLK VI RGI Nl AN PI LOT 
From Early Bird F..di1tori1al: IN aN f'J::"N\!er pi1pe aims to avoi1d nasty repeat Surely thefolkswho live on the Lafayette River near the zoo brecthoo a sigh of rei ief last week. The Hampton Roads Sanitation District announca:J it would spend $3.5 
mill ion to replace a seNer pipe that rupturoo during Hurricane I rene, causing workers to pump thousands of gallons of rw seN age into the river. Residents wctchoo workers do it but could get no answers from HRSD until The Virginian-Pilot 
askoo what happenoo. The seNageoversight agency reportoo the spill to the state but said nothing to the pooplewho livoo closest to itseffEd:s. It turnoo out to be the biggest Se.Nagespill in the region from the storm. HRSD had previously 
announca:J plans for massive repairs to aging seNer infrastructure, in part to address requirements to stop seNage spills from leaky old pipes and to roouce nutrient pollution in the Chesapeake Bay. The62-year-old pipe that leakoo in August had 
not been schoouloo for repair or replacement under that plan. After the infusion of rw seNage into the Lafayette cane to light, HRSD agrea:J to replace swamp grasses and oyster boos killoo or danagoo by the poll uti on_ And now, it plans to 
address the faulty pipe that cauSEd the problem. That pipe carries much of theseNage in central and eastern Norfolk to a treatment plant across the river near Old Dominion University. Although HRSD was slower to respond to residents of the 
neighborhood than it should have been, it is now taking the right steps to r~tify the environmental threct. The projEd: also gives HRSD an opportunity to place the line under public property rather than through backyards. 

ErQOJ_I;~r_!y__~_i_r_~ __ pg_r:t_~Q\:I_t_b_[J_QQ_qr:_gg_o§Jg9[§tjgiJJ9.t_~llf!JLJ~t9fY PORTSMOUTH-- The Virginia Port Authority is quietly negotiating a deal to build a chemical plant on the Elizabeth River, a projEd: that was r~Ed:oo just six months ago in 
North Carolina amid pub I i c protest. PCS Phosphate, a unit of Potash Corp. of Saskatchwan, has been in talks with the Port Authority about a possible pi ant at Portsmouth Marine Terminal, said Tom Pasztor, a company spokesman, on Monday. 
The plant would melt sulfur pellets, erecting molten sulfur thct would betransportoo by ships or barges to the company's facility in Aurora, N.C. There, it would be convertoo into sulfuric acid and mixoo with phosphate rock, creating phosphate 
tertii izers and other products, Pasztor said. The plant would employ about 10 poople, he said. On its website, Potash calls itself the world's largest fertilizer company. It propoSEd building the projEd: in Morehead City, N.C., last year, but withdrw 
it after a backlash from the community, which found out about the proj~t through an environmental filing. "The proj~t was not particularly well understood," Pasztor said. Portsmouth is one of a number of East Coast locationsthct PCS 
Phosphate is considering, Pasztor said. 
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NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 
From Early Bird Popullan1ty of Hampton !Roads recyclimg on par wi1th rest of Vi1rgin11a The era of pouring usa:J motor oil down the drain and burying car batteries in the backyard is over, and even though Virginians create millions of pounds of 
ne..v trash each year, they're also more likely to r~cle materials than ever before. More than 14.1 mill ion gallons of municipal solid waste was created by Virginians and trucked to landfills in 2010, a slight dErreasefrom the previous year, 
according to a recent state Department of Environmental Quality report. For the first time on record, stcte residents also recycled 40.5 percent of the waste they produced in 2010, according to the state report released in November. The Hampton 
Roads'Tide..vater Area recycled 39.3 percent of the waste produced, just 1.2 percentage points behind the 201 state average. The push for greener trash habits is also coming at a time when municipal budgets are stretching to the point that some 
officials must decide whether to trim quality-of-life programs, such as recycling collections. For Pete Morley, Hampton's solid waste superintendent, r~cling may not be the cheapest route for the city, but its onethct his department is morally 
obligcted, and mandcted by the state, to perform. "We're proud that our curbside r~cling program is done in-house," Morley said. "Simply put, it's good for the environment. You'refinding some areas that have looked at the economics of it and 
said they can't do it." 

LYNCHBURG NEWS AND ADVANCE 
From Early Bird f;;,gil_t_qrJ9.L.~,QQl19fD.LqJ?.9D.l::!§[fQr.D.t2?.:V.G.I.9§.0l:!P Cleanup of the Chesapeake Bay has the potential of creating thousands of jobs that waul d boost the economies of the states that share the once pristine body of water. That was 
the word last week from William C. Baker, president of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. A report issued by the foundation concluded that storm wcter and S€1/Vage plant upgrades intended to help nurse the Bay back to health would create nearly 
250,000 jobs. The report is aimed at countering claims that restoration of the Bay by the Environmental Protection Agency would be harmful to the economy and result in job losses. "That is not borne out by the facts," said Baker. He makes a 
good point that could bean essential ingredient in getting the work done to restore the Bay's health. Referring to critics of the cleanup plans, Baker said, "Whether the target is EPA or the Bay pollution limits, it is essential that the public 
understand that environmental regulctions will create jobs to reduce poll uti on, and sustain jobs thct depend on clean water." The report, called" Debunking the' Job Killer' Myth," uses a variety of industry experts such as engineers, reports and 
other sources to assess the impact of wcter poll uti on projects within the six states and the District of Columbia that comprise the Bay's 64,000-square-mi le watershed. 

From Early Bird Frankl iin County hopes state Rf9.9f§IJJ.h.Qipscontamiina!ed rivers (Jan. 6) FRANKLIN COUNTY, VA-- There's something in the water in Franklin County and it's becoming a stinky situation. "Can lead to fish kills, can lead 
to health problems for people," said Allen Jackson. Jackson works for Blue Ridge Soil and Wcter Conservation District. He says a recent EPA report found high levels of E. coli in rivers and streams all over Franklin County. The Pigg River 
watershed was highlighted in the report. The report found some homes built before World War II still have what's called a "straight pipe" for wastewater. "It's a pipe that goes from the house into a local wcter source like rivers, so any types if 
wastewater out of sinks, toilets, showers, anything just goes straight into nearby rivers," said Jackson. The other m<:1or culprit is faulty septic systems. Thanks to some grant money, the conservation is helping pay up to half of the cost to put in a 
ne..v system, or fix a leaking one. Want to know how to tell if your septic system is leaking into a local river? Well, Jackson says if you have a problem, you'll know because of the strong smell of S€1/Vage. "Drains aredraini ng rather slowly, they 
might be backing up into the house, you may have issues where you starting to see S€1/Vageabove ground," says Jackson of some of the other warning signs. The conservation has$160,000 from the state to get the problem under control. Jackson 
says it's a big effort to keep the waterways clean in Southwest Virginia 

FREDERICKSBURG FREELANCE STAR 
From Early Bird Jobs and the bay (Monday) Chesapeake Bay Foundation offersevidencethat cleaning up the Bay generates jobs, doesn't kill them. WITH 45 YEARS of advocacy work behind it, the Chesapeake Bay Foundction has no 
higher priority than pitching the positivefectures of cleaning up the polluted estuary. It has been the nonprofit group's goal from the outset to show thct a healthy Bay is an economic asset to rErrection, tourism, and commerce. And while those 
who consider the associcted regulctions too onerous and too costly have painted Bay restoration (along with other environmental-protection projects) as "job killers," the foundation begs to differ. A ne..v study suggests, on the contrary, that the 
cleanup itself creates jobs. Given the gathered evidence, this is more than just "spin" tailored to fit a Bay-hugging ideology. The foundation says those who would substantially weaken the EPA's "pollution diet" for the Bay are taking a 
shortsighted vie..v that fails to acknowledge thefl ip side of the coin. When a dirty old power plant is forced to shut down, jobs are lost; but jobs are created--even industry officialsacknowledgethis--when older plants are retrofitted to be cleaner, 
or when modern ne..v plants are built. With the Bay, alas, the trade-off is less stark. But that doesn't make it illusory. Cleanup critics cite an unavoidable loss of agricultural jobs as family farms face costly pollution-reduction mandates. But 
farmers themselves say they'rewilli ng to cooperate if promisa:J that assistance is truly available. Like..vise, home builders have boarded the job-loss bandwagon, but like other industries in this economy, they have more pressing concerns. In 2010, 
according to a Bloomberg!Washington Post business report, companies reported that 0.3 percent of their layoffs stemmed from "government regulction&'intervention," while 25 percent were because of a drop in business demand. Cleaning up the 
Chesapeake, the foundation points out, requires ne..v and improved S€1/Vage and stormwcter treatment pi ants thct generate construction jobs. Moreover, between 1990 and 2009, jobs rei ated to environmental cleanup and poll uti on monitoring rose 
43 percent across the region. The billionsthat states are spending on the cleanup pay for ne..v technology that must be developed, as well as the wages for those who implement it. 

BNA DAILY ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
From Early Bird Justice'S AppEar Recept11vetoArgummt E.IPA OrdLTS Can Be RLVIIt:.Wed U.S. Supreme Courtjusticesappear receptivetotheargument that EPA wetlandscomplianceordersaresubject to judicial revie..v before EPA begins 
enforcement actions in federal court. During oral arguments in a case in which Idaho property owners challenged an order finding they violated the Clean Water Act by fi I ling wetlands without a permit, Justice Stephen G. Breyer emphasizes that 
the order by its own terms was not a warning of potentialliability, but rather an order to remedy violctions. Justice Elena Kagan similarly aslkswhy the presumption of revie..v did not apply to compliance orders, and Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
notes that the property owners aslked for a hearing on the wetlands determination and were denied by EPA. 
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report says. The agency also locks a clear plan to a:ldress long-standing criticism that it does not use a standard approach to evalucte and describe the strengths and weaknesses of scientific studies use::l in IRIS assessments and that it does not 
present I Rl S information concisely, GA 0 concludes. I Rl S assessments are the agency's consensus opinion about the hazards that pollutants, pesticides, and chemicals pose to human health and the doses at which those hazards may become 
manifest. 

BLOOMBERG NEWS SERVICE 
From Early Bird Pennsylvan11a Fracki ng Foes Faullt IE.PA Over Tainted Wctf.f Response When the U.S. Environmental Protoction Agency callEd to say it would start delivering fresh water to their home, Ron and Jean Carter thought they 
gainEd an ally in a long fight with Cabot Oil & Gas Corp. A retrect by the fEderal government within two days has left them feeling abandonEd yet again in a bid to clean up water they say was turnEd toxic by Cabot (COG)'s use of hydraulic 
fracturing to hunt for gas in Pennsylvania "Theseagenciesweredevelopa::l to help us, and they don't," Jean Carter said in an interviaN in her home, which is about 326 feet (99 meters) from a Cabot well. Although her reserves of wcter are 
sufficient for now, she took it as a snub. "Wej ust keep getting hurt all the way around, as if weweren' t hurt enough." The Carters and other families in Dimock-- a community of 1,368 and a single, blinking traffic light along Highway 29 in 
northeast Pennsylvania-- have come to symbolize the national debate over the use of tracking, in which water and chemicals are shot into the earth to free gas or oil from rock formations. Their case has taken on a naN importance as the EPA says 
it will test well water in the area, and adviSEd residents not to drink from their wells-- reversing an earlier, initial determination that the water was safe. Dimock residents say their water went ba:l more than three years ago. Since then more 
questions have been raiSEd about the safety of frcd<i ng. 

From Early Bird Cabot Cited by Pennsyllvaniia for IPollllution From !Natural-Gas Weill Cabot Oil & Gas Co. (COG), the best- performer last year in the Standard & Poor's 500 Index, was citEd by Pennsylvania officials in September for 
"improper'' well construction after natural gas pollutEd drinking water. I nspoctors found defects in the liner intendEd to prevent oi I or gas from leaking into groundwater at a Susquehanna County well, according to a Sept. 19 notice of violction 
from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. The violation was reportEd earlier today by the Scranton Times- Tribune. Methane levels in a privctewater well 1,400 feet (427 meters) away from Cabot's operations rose from 
0.29 milligramsa liter to 57.6 milligramsa liter between November 2010 and August 2011, according to the notice. Cabot, basEd in Houston, was citEd for three violations and given 30 days to respond with its plan to correct flaws at the well. 
The company imma::lictely ventEd the household wells to elimincte risk of fire or explosion and "tightenEd down" its wells, George Stark, a Cabot spokesman, said in an interviaN today. Methane levels in the household wells fell over a period of 
two weeks, Stark said. "All is safe at the residences there," he said. The company isn't providing drinking water to the well owner and is still "exchanging data" with the department about the incident, he said. Cabot agreEd in Docember 2010 to 
put $4.1 mill ion into escrow for families in Dimock, Pennsylvania, who said their drinking water was pollutEd by the company's oil wells, settling a claim by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, according to a company 
filings. 

socretary of community and economic development for Pennsylvania, talks with Bloomberg's Romy Varghese about the possible impact of hydraulic fracturing, also known as tracking, on the state's 
economy and Pennsylvania's development of its shale-gas industry. (Source: Bloomberg) (Bloomberg) 

From Early Bird Shale bubble infllates on near-record prices for untested fields Surging prices for oil and gas shales, in at least one case rising 10-fold in five weeks, are raising concern of a bubble as valuations of drilling acreage approach the 
peak set before the collapse of Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc. Chinese, French and Japanese energy explorers committEd more than $8 billion in the past two weeks to shale-rock formations from Pennsylvania to Texas after 2011 set records for 
international average crude prices and U.S. gas demand. As competition among buyers intensifies, overseas investors are paying top dollar for fields where too faN wells have been drillEd to assess potential production, said Sven Del Pozzo, a 
senior equity analyst at I HS Inc. 

YOUNGSTOWN VINDICATOR 

for shale gas in the U.K. won't cause dangerous earthquakes and poses I ittle risk to the environment given appropriate safeJuards, scientists said. "Most geologists think 
British Geological Survey, said at a briefing inLg_QQ.QG. today. "We think the risk is pretty low and we have the scientific tools to tell if there is a problem." 

From Early Bird Speaker Proct.'SS wi Ill cause 'cn1sis' ARLINGTON, VA.-- An Ithaca ColleJe professor doesn't want to see a halt to horizontal fracturing. She wants to see it bannEd. Sandra Steingraber, an ecologist and author, speaking 
Monday in Virginia at a shale-dri IIi ng health forum along with dozens of health- care professionals, environmental a:lvocates and attorneys, said thct fracki ng will not just cause an envi-ronmental crisis, but also a" human-rights crisis." The 
consensus, however, is that thej ury is still out; there is not enough information to determine if frcd<ing causeswidesprea:l contamination. "These things should not be causing contamination," said Dr. Bernard Goldstein of the University of 
Pittsburgh's Gra:luate School of Public Health. "We don't know if they are, but we neEd to find out." Frcd<ing is the process in which chemical and sand-laced water is blastEd into shale rocks thousands of feet below the ground to unlock nctural 
gas and oil. Vertical tracking has existEd for doca:les, but the a:lvent of horizontal frcd<ing has openEd naN doors for energy exploration. It has also left the door open reJarding potential water and land contamination and air pollution. Some 
question the chemicals that drillers use in thefrcd<ing process. "We don't have a great handle of toxicology of frcd<ing chemicals," said Dr. Vikas Kapil of the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease ReJistry. In Ohio, drillers do not neEd to 
disclose chemicals use::l in tracking. Wyoming, Pennsylvania, Arkansas, Texas, Colorado, NaN Mexico, Montana, West Virginia, Idaho, and North Dakota have or are working to approve leJislation to require such disclosure ... Steingraber use::l 
Dimock, Pa. as an example of tracking gone awry. Some residents of Dimock, a small township in Northeast Pennsylvania, ha:l their drinking water contaminatEd with high levels of methane after Cabot Oil & Gas b&Jan frcd<i ng in the area in 
2008. Cabot shippEd clean wcter to 12 homes for about three years before the Environmental Protection Agency deemed the water safe last November. The EPA has since said it will retest the drinking water. e . .:. 

Er.QII!_i;~r_!y__~_i_r_c:;l __ :V_~[I_r;,y_Qffjg_i_~I_§_\{II~IJL~O-§YI!t'f§mQt,~t~§lllic:;ii;,YE:,llt§ COLUMBUS-- Mahoning County Commissioner Anthony Traficanti was sitting in his office in North Lima on NaN Year's Eve when the earth shook. "It was like a sonic 
boom," he said." I have livEd in Ohio for 45 years, and that' sthefirst time this gentleman here ever felt an earthquake." On Monday, Traficanti was among the40 or so state, county and local officials from Youngstown and surrounding areas 
who traveled to central Ohio to get answers about that and other seismic events thct have shaken buildings and nerves since last March. They wantEd to know whether there was a definitive I ink between the tremors and an injection well in the 
vicinity, where waste fluids from oi I and gas production were pumped deep underground before the state shut it down. They also quizzed representatives of various divisions within the Ohio Department of Natural Resources about procauti ons the 
state is taking to minimize the possibility of future earthquakes and environmental calamity. "Wej ust want to deal with that and find out whether any more injection wells are put in our county," Traficanti said. The session lastEd for more than 
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two hours and includEd a tour of the Ohio Earthquake Information Center, the state-run facility that serves as the focal point for studying seismic activity. ElectEd officials from the Youngstown area and Statehousestafferswere invitEd to 
participate by state Sen. Joe Schiavoni of Canfield, D-33rd. Other lawmakers who cttendEd includEd state Reps. Ronald Gerberry of Austintown, D-59th; Sean 0' Brien of Brookfield, D-65th; state Rep. Tom Letron of Warren, D-64th; and state 
Sen. Lou Gentile of Steubenville, D-3oth. Reporters alro were allowEd to cttend after initially being told the meeting would be closEd. 

ITHACA JOURNAL (NY) 
E.rQIJJ_I;~r.!yJ~jr_~_QQo.<::Qr:IJ§Q_QHi.?:QD?_9_L_VJ.y~_!9_Jjgllc:!Evnt::HR~§I:JLJ9f?9!JQI'IItJQ\i\IO Trumansburg, NY -- ConcernEd Citizens of U I ysses (CCU) is spearheading a fund-raising effort ai moo at rep I eni shi ng their towns I egal coffers as the bcttl e 
over hydrofracking intensifies. The town is currently leading a coalition of Nw York State municipalities which have ~reEd to participate in an amicus (friend of the court) brief supporting the notion that towns exercising the right of home rule 
can indeEd ban hydrofracking and other heavy industrial activities by enforcing local zoning laws. While rolicitation is ongoing through perronal appeals and mailings, CCU hasalro plannEd a benefit at the Rongovian Embassy on Jan. 29th from 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Donations to the Town of Ulysses can be made at the door and the event is being plannEd as a celebration of the home rule principle as well as a W'af to raise rome money for the continuing legal efforts. The ongoing legal work 
entailEd in preparing and submitting amicus briefs is straining our towns legal budget, said Ken Zeserron, speaking on behalf of ConcernEd Citizens of Ulysses. We were very proud and pleasEd our town board took the bold step of banning gas 
drilling within our borders this past August and now that Dryden and other towns which enactEd similar bans are under legal assault, we want to help the overall effort in any W'af we can. Contributing to thewriti ng of the amicus brief 
simultaneously assists our compatriots in other towns and ct the same time strengthens the likelihood our Ulysses law will prevail if a suit is brought against our town. 

NEW YORK (CNNMoney)- The tactic du jour for environmentalists trying to sell a skeptical public on tighter regulations is this: spin the thing as a job creator. Last week a 
fvt~~Eh:~~~~~~~g~r~ou~p~trl'~~~~~~up the Chesapeake B'af waul d actual I y 9.f.G§L9.?1Q,Q_QQjQQ_§ over the next several years, mainly by employing people to upgrade SeN~e systems. In a recent report defending stricter 
mercury poll uti on limits on power plants, the Environmental Protection Agency said 8,000 more people would be neEdEd to build and run the pollution control equipment than would be laid off as a result of older plants shutting down. 
Economists that aren't alignEd with either industry or activist groups SCif thct, when it comes to creating or destroying jobs, environmental regulations come out romwhere near neutral --adding costs to industry but producing benefits in public 
health or other areas. 

NEW YORK TIMES 
From Early Bird Dn1lllling Cri1ti1cs Face a Di1videOver the Goal of Their F11ght With a deadline loami ng this week for the public to weigh in on gas drilling in Ne.N York State, theantifracking movement itself has become dividEd over what its 
goal should be: securing the nation's toughest regulations, or winning an outright ban? The question is pitting brand-name organizations I ike the Sierra Club, the Natural Resources Defense Co unci I and the Nature Conservancy, which are working 
nationwide for stringent rules, ~ainst an ever-growing universe of grass-roots groups demanding a prohibition on the kind of intensive shale gas drilling being proposa:l in the stcte. And it is reflecting the tightrope being walkEd by Gov. AndreN 
M. Cuomo between an economically potent industry and many landowners ~er for drilling on one side, and on the other a movement that has become one of the most powerful environmental and citizens campaigns in stcte history. Whctever 
the result, the split among the industry critics reflects how the opposition has exponentially hardenEd si nee fracki ng emergEd as a stateN ide issue in 2008. "When we startEd out, what we wantEd was more information on what this means for Nw 
York," said Wes Gillingham, program director for Catskill Mountainkeeper, one of the first groups to focus on the issue." No one had any thought about calling for a ban. But the more you find out about gas drilling and how it's been practicEd by 
the industry todaj, the more you realize it can't be done safely. It would just be a disaster for Ne.N York State." 

- President Barack Obama wi II address the staff of the Environmental Protection Agency on T ue:daj. The White House 
says the president wants to tell the EPA employe£S he appreciates their hard work. The president alro will meet with his senior advisers in the moming and with Defense Secretary Leon Panetta in the afternoon. 

From Early Bird Uranium miniing claims near Grand Canyon liimiited WASHINGTON-- TheObanaadministration is banning nw hard rock mining on more than a million acres near the Grand Canyon, an area known to be rich in high
grade uranium ore reserves. The decision, announcEd Mondaj by Interior Secretary Ken Salazar, hands a victory to environmental groups and some Democratic lawmakers who had workEd for years to limit mining near the national park, one of 
the nation's most popular tourist destinations. "When families travel to seethe Grand Canyon, they have a right to expect that the only glow they will see will come from the sun setting over the rim of this natural wonder, and not from the 
radioactive contamination that comes from uranium mining," said Massachusetts Rep. Edward Markey, senior Democrat on the House Natural Resources Committee. But congressional Republicans and industry groups opposa:l it, arguing that 
Mr. Salazar was eliminating hundrEds of jobs and depriving the country of a critically important energy rource. The area near the Grand Canyon contains as much as40 percent of the nation's known uranium resources, worth tens of billions of 
dollars. 

Eo_G?Q§_~§_I[;f:L\jQ_?V~Oc:!J.Cs9k.Log_Q:~ill!ni";,'D_tpQr:igq (AP) CHEYENNE, Wyo.- Encana Corp., which owns a Wyoming gas field where fEderal regulctorssuggestEd a link between a drilling technique and groundwcter pollution, askEd the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on Mondaj to suspend public comment on the draft report. Gov. Matt Mead, meanwhile, was back in Cheyenne on Mondaj after making a secret trip to Pavillion last week to talk to locals about their well 
water. Encana officials say the EPA hasn't been suffi ci entl y clear about which specific questions and topics the comments from the public, the company and government ~enci es are supposEd to cover. The company al ro is seeking more of the 
data thct went into preparing the document and has filEd a FreEdom of Information Act request to get it. "For us to be able to comment on the draft study to the extent thct we want to and feel is appropriate, we neEd to have the full information 
and data that we requestEd. We feel that is very important to us to get a full response," Encana spokesman Doug Hock said. EPA officials said they were reviewing the letter. 

N~-~r~mgy_QK_~~LI!JL~m9k.Log 11 t easier to bui II d 11 n env11 ronmentall y_~$i_ti_v~_Q[~ 
TRENTON, N.J.- The state on Mondaj passEd legislation that could make it easier for developers to build in environmentally sensitive areas. Environmentalists had mountEd a strong effort ~ainst the measure, S'ajing it would drastically 
increase water pollution in spots such as thefr~ile Barnegat Bay and other waterwajs. "This dirty deal at the State House will directly result in dirty water for Ne.N Jersey residents," said Jeff Tittel, director of the Ne.N Jersey Sierra Club 
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environmental organization. "This bill takes the side of the builders and polluters over the people of New Jersey." The bill puts home builders above the environment, said Tim Dillinghan, exocutive diroctor of the American Littoral Society, a 
coastal advocacy group. "Once again, spocial interests won out in Trenton," he said. "This bill is going to place hundreds of thousands of acres at risk of development in environmentally critical areas. It will increase the pollution of New Jersey's 
drinking water, its bays and rivers." 

AGNET 
E;;EA __ Qgmmlt!~Cgmplletes Report on Agriicultural lssucsWASHI NGTON- The U.S. Environmental Protoction Agency's (EPA's) federal adviSJry committee on agricultural issues, the Farm, Ranch, and Rural Communities Committee 
(FRRCC), has submitted its report to the agency on agricultural and water quality issues. The report offers recommendations on the most effoctive approaches for dealing with water quality issues relcted to agricultural production and improving 
water quality across the United States. It ai9J providessuggestionsfor increasing support for certainty prograns, increasing stewardship, and coordinating reSJurceswith USDA, land grant universities, and the farm community to support a strong 
partnership effort. The report emphasizes the importance of trust and thevalueof state prograns, flexibility, and voluntary conservation practices in achieving water quality goals. It notes thewi llingnessthct the agency has shown in maintaining 
and advancing an open dialogue with key stakeholders on how to address agricultural nonpoi nt SJurce poll uti on as a critical first step. 

CAMPUS PROGRESS 
B§l.Rg_r:t_lf:;t1Yli9_0QJ_~t1t!0LJEr9t~ti90_Cr_f:J§!§J§_JQR§_Envi ron mental regulations are frequently seen as being in tension with robust employment. There is evidence, though, suggesting that environmental protocti on can provide economic boons, 
i nd udi ng job creation. A report [PQ_F] rei eased I ast week by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation conf rants the rei ati onshi p between jobs and environmental protocti on and makes the case that, in many situations, poll uti on regulations benefit the 
economy." Sweeping cssertions about economic ruin caused by environmental regulations are nothing new, and many economists have concluded that there is no substance to them," reads the report. "Claims that a good quality of I ife demands a 
tradeoff between jobs and the environment have repeatedly been proven false over the last four docades." The report, provocatively titled" Debunking the' Job Killer' Myth: How Pollution Limits Encourage Jobs in the Chesapeake Bay Region," 
presents a number of case studies in which increased environ mental regulation I ed to job creation in the Chesapeake region. 

WATER WORLD 
E;;EA _ _Rgl_~_f?I_9.Q§J9.r._l'::l_?t!,JI!£!l .. G9§Y.Y~9YY-1!9f_IP.L~b§r.99.§The U.S. Environmental Protocti on Agency has announced its pi an to assess how the hydraulic fracturing of underground formations may impact drinking water. And it set a schedule to 
develop standards for water produced along with natural gas from coal bed and shaleformations.Congress had mandated EPA's study of hydraulic fracturing. This yea- the agency held a series of public meetings to receive input from interested 
parties. AISJ, the independent ScienceAdviSJry Board reviewed EPA's scientific approach. EPA will release its initial research results and study findings next year and deliver its final report in 2014. The study will exaninethefull cycle of wcter 
in hydraulic fracturing, from the acquisition of the water, through the mixing of chemicals and actual fracturing, to the post-fracturing stage, including its ultimatetrectment and disposal. Earlier this year, EPA selocted locations for five 
retrospoctiveand two prospoctivecasestudies. The American Water WorksASSJciation applauded the study but Sen. Janes lnhofe (R-Okla), senior Republican on the Environment and Public Works Committee, said EPA may be"cutting 
corners." "Even before the study was finalized, EPA was already collocting data samples at undisclosed fracking sites across the country. EPA should not have begun conducting the study without ensuring that the process is fully transparent, and 
in accordance with SJund science," he said. Separctely, EPA wi II develop the first nati anal standards for wastewater produced along with natural gas. It said any water pretrectment standards waul d be based on economically achievable 
technologies. EPA Administrator Lisa JackSJn said, "We can protoct the health of American fanil ies and communities at the sametimewe ensure access to all of the important reSJurces thct make up our energy economy." 
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